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Edmund Spenser's innovative poetic works have a central place in the canon of English literature. Yet he is
remembered as a morally flawed, self-interested sycophant; complicit in England's ruthless colonisation of
Ireland; in Karl Marx's words, 'Elizabeth's arse-kissing poet'-- a man on the make who aspired to be at court
and who was prepared to exploit the Irish to get what he wanted.

In his vibrant and vivid book, the first biography of the poet for 60 years, Andrew Hadfield finds a more
complex and subtle Spenser. How did a man who seemed destined to become a priest or a don become
embroiled in politics? If he was intent on social climbing, why was he so astonishingly rude to the good and
the great - Lord Burghley, the earl of Leicester, Sir Walter Ralegh, Elizabeth I and James VI? Why was he
more at home with 'the middling sort' -- writers, publishers and printers,
bureaucrats, soldiers, academics, secretaries, and clergymen -- than with the mighty and the powerful? How
did the appalling slaughter he witnessed in Ireland impact on his imaginative powers? How did his marriage
and family life shape his work?

Spenser's brilliant writing has always challenged our preconceptions. So too, Hadfield shows, does the
contradictory relationship between his between life and his art.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Edmund Spenser:
A Life? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Ilene Venne:

Here thing why this specific Edmund Spenser: A Life are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. Edmund Spenser: A Life giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Edmund Spenser: A Life. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Edmund Spenser: A Life in e-book can be your alternate.

Yvonne Wagner:

The book with title Edmund Spenser: A Life contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Mary Fleeman:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
that when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Edmund Spenser: A Life to
make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the guide
Edmund Spenser: A Life can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of this time.
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