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Systematic comparison of Sartre and Adorno that focuses on their theories of the subject.

Focusing on the notion of the subject in Sartre’s and Adorno’s philosophies, David Sherman argues that they
offer complementary accounts of the subject that circumvent the excesses of its classical formation, yet are
sturdy enough to support a concept of political agency, which is lacking in both poststructuralism and
second-generation critical theory. Sherman uses Sartre’s first-person, phenomenological standpoint and
Adorno’s third-person, critical theoretical standpoint, each of which implicitly incorporates and then builds
toward the other, to represent the necessary poles of any emancipatory social analysis.

“…Sherman does an excellent job using the Frankfurt School as a foil to develop a skilled defence of
Sartre’s early philosophy. This analysis would be useful not just for researchers interested in the comparisons
of German and French philosophy but also for anyone interested in the debates surrounding Sartre’s work
from the 1930s and ’40s.” — Symposium

“David Sherman has not only written an excellent book linking Sartre and Adorno, two much misunderstood
and unfairly marginalized thinkers in recent continental philosophy, but he has also shown their surprising
complementarity on an issue that itself has been all but dismissed, the inescapable significance of the subject.
His book, accordingly, has two vital themes, the largely unappreciated relationship between two seminal
philosophers and the misguided obstinacy that would deny any role to subjectivity in philosophy. This is a
terrific book that provides an opening for a new and much-needed reexamination of some worn and by now
dogmatic themes in both poststructuralism and second-generation critical theory.” — Robert C. Solomon,
author of Dark Feelings, Grim Thoughts: Experience and Reflection in Camus and Sartre

“David Sherman’s Sartre and Adorno develops an exciting encounter between the ideas of two of the most
important thinkers in the contemporary moment. The Frankfurt School critique of Sartre, and, more
generally, existentialism and phenomenology, is succinctly presented, as are the positive contributions to
developing theoretical perspectives on subjectivity by both Adorno and Sartre. Sherman thus provides a very
well-balanced dialectical critique that provides new insights into both Sartre and Adorno, while staging a
significant confrontation between existential phenomenology and the Frankfurt School.” — Douglas Kellner,
author of Media Spectacle and the Crisis of Democracy

“Sherman renders comprehensible some of the most abstract and riddling philosophical issues within
continental philosophy. In so doing, the book will bring together readers of critical theory and existentialism
in ways that are really very rare.” — Max Pensky, editor of The Actuality of Adorno: Critical Essays on
Adorno and the Postmodern

“This is the first systematic, book-length comparison of Sartre and Adorno, a study that has been needed for
some time now and on multiple levels. Sherman has done a superb job with this comparison, and it is
important that the pivot around which it occurs is the question of subjectivity, which is also closely
connected to the problem of political agency. He brings into communication two of the most important



Marxist thinkers of the twentieth century; therefore, it also is part of an account of the broad Marxist
intellectual milieu of the past century.” — Bill Martin, author of Ethical Marxism: The Categorical
Imperative of Liberation

David Sherman is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Montana at Missoula and is the
coauthor (with Leo Rauch) of Hegel’s Phenomenology of Self-Consciousness: Text and Commentary, also
published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

Here thing why this kind of Sartre and Adorno: The Dialectics of Subjectivity (SUNY series in
Contemporary Continental Philosophy) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book
is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Sartre and
Adorno: The Dialectics of Subjectivity (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Sartre and Adorno: The Dialectics of Subjectivity (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental
Philosophy). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Sartre and Adorno: The Dialectics of Subjectivity (SUNY series in
Contemporary Continental Philosophy) in e-book can be your alternate.

Mary Parker:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Sartre and Adorno: The Dialectics of
Subjectivity (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) book because this book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Terry Smith:

This Sartre and Adorno: The Dialectics of Subjectivity (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental
Philosophy) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason
of this Sartre and Adorno: The Dialectics of Subjectivity (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental
Philosophy) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Sartre and Adorno: The Dialectics of Subjectivity (SUNY series in Contemporary
Continental Philosophy) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Julie Gooch:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic



within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sartre and Adorno: The Dialectics of Subjectivity (SUNY series in
Contemporary Continental Philosophy) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.
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