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American cities' penchants for single-use zoning and free-market development in pursuit of economic
growth have produced problems that have long been recognized: grueling commutes and dependency on
automobiles, social isolation, expensive public infrastructure, needless destruction of countryside. Eminent
domain disputes rage on, despite recent Supreme Court decisions. Outdated public housing and failed single-
function projects litter the landscape. Addressing these urgent problems and debating the public's role in
urban planning, the contributors to Urban Planning Today report on real projects in Atlanta, Boston,
Chicago, New York, Omaha, Portland, and Vancouver. They bring varying, and sometimes divergent,
perspectives from backgrounds in urban design and development, city and regional planning, criticism, and
law to bear on the mixed bag of results observed in these cities. Noting the increasing influence of local
nonprofit developers—such as Bridge Housing in San Francisco and Phipps Houses Group, Community
Preservation Corporation, and NYC2012 in New York—as well as national organizations, the contributors
also imagine clear and effective roles for government leaders. By creating a dialogue of cities' planning
successes and failures, this book illustrates that adopting a single model universally will not work and that
effective planning must indisputably demonstrate that any public action and private market reaction will be
in the local community's interest—physically, functionally, financially, politically, aesthetically, and
spiritually. Contributors: Jonathan Barnett, Lynn Becker, Peter Calthorpe, Susan Fainstein, Bent Flyvbjerg,
John Kaliski, Jerold Kayden, Matthew J. Kiefer, Hubert Murray, Richard Plunz, Leonie Sandercock, Michael
Sheridan. William S. Saunders is editor of Harvard Design Magazine and the books Commodification and
Spectacle in Architecture and Sprawl and Suburbia, both from Minnesota. He is assistant dean for external
relations at the Harvard Design School, and author of Modern Architecture: Photographs by Ezra Stoller.
Alexander Garvin is president and CEO of Alex Garvin & Associates Inc. and adjunct professor of urban
planning and management at Yale University.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

This book untitled Urban Planning Today: A Harvard Design Magazine Reader to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Patricia Henderson:

The publication untitled Urban Planning Today: A Harvard Design Magazine Reader is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Urban Planning Today: A Harvard Design Magazine Reader from
the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Duane Zook:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Urban Planning Today: A Harvard Design Magazine Reader provide you with new experience in examining
a book.

Shirley Drago:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Urban Planning Today: A Harvard Design
Magazine Reader. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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