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“Brenda Shaughnessy’s poems bristle with imperatives: ‘confuse me, spoon-feed me, stop the madness,
decide.’ There are more direct orders in her first few pages than in six weeks of boot camp...Only
Shaughnessy’s kidding. Or she is and she isn’t. If you just want to boss people around, you’re a control
freak, but if you can joke about it, then your bossiness is leavened by a yeast that’s all too infrequent in
contemporary poetry, that of humor.”—New York Times

“Shaughnessy’s voice is smart, sexy, self-aware, hip . . . consistently wry, and ever savvy.”—Harvard
Review

“Brenda Shaughnessy . . . writes like the love-child of Mina Loy and Frank O’Hara.”—Exquisite Corpse

"In its worried acceptance of contradiction, its absolute refusal of sentimentality and its acute awareness of
time's 'scarce infinity,' this is a brilliant, beautiful and essential continuation of the metaphysical verse
tradition."
—Publishers Weekly, starred review

“Human Dark with Sugar is both wonderfully inventive (studded with the strangenesses of ‘snownovas’ and
‘flukeprints’) and emotionally precise. Her ‘I’ is madly multidexterous—urgent, comic, mischievous—and
the result is a new topography of the debates between heart and head.”—Matthea Harvey, a judge for the
Laughlin Award

"Seriously playful, sexy, sharp-edged, and absolutely commanding throughout....Here you'll meet an 'I'
boldly ready to take on the world and just itching to give 'You' some smart directives. So listen
up."—Library Journal

In her second book, winner of the prestigious James Laughlin Award, Brenda Shaughnessy taps into themes
that have inspired era after era of poets. Love. Sex. Pain. The heavens. The loss of time. The weird miracle
of perception. Part confessional, part New York School, and part just plain lover of the English language,
Shaughnessy distills the big questions into sharp rhythms and alluring lyrics. “You’re a tool, moon. / Now,
noon. There’s a hero.”

Master of diverse dictions, she dwells here on quirky words, mouthfuls of consonance and
assonance—anodyne, astrolabe, alizarin—then catches her readers up short with a string of powerful
monosyllables. “I’ll take / a year of that. Just give it back to me.” In addition to its verbal play, Human Dark
With Sugar demonstrates the poet’s ease in a variety of genres, from “Three Sorries” (in which the speaker
concludes, “I’m not sorry. Not sorry at all”), to a sequence of prose poems on a lover’s body, to the
discussion of a disturbing dream. In this caffeine jolt of a book, Shaughnessy confirms her status as a poet of
intoxicating lines, pointed, poignant comments on love, and compelling abstract images —not the least of
which is human dark with sugar.

Brenda Shaughnessy was raised in California and is an MFA graduate of Columbia University. She is the
poetry editor for Tin House and has taught at several colleges, including Eugene Lang College and Princeton
University. She lives in Brooklyn.
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From reader reviews:

David Butler:

The book Human Dark with Sugar can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Human Dark with Sugar? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Human Dark with Sugar has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Calderon:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Human Dark with Sugar ended up being making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide Human Dark with Sugar is not only giving you much more new information
but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Human Dark with Sugar. You never experience lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Dorothy Whisler:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Human
Dark with Sugar, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Patricia Henderson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Human Dark with
Sugar provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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