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A Words Without Borders Anthology

“Remarkable . . . a triumph . . . connects us at the level of our humanity, no matter where we may be
from.”—Los Angeles Times

The countries that stretch along the broad horizons of the Middle East—from Morocco to Iran, from Turkey
to Pakistan—boast different cultures, different languages, and different religions. Yet the literary landscape
of this dynamic part of the world has been bound together not by borders and nationalities, but by a common
experience of Western imperialism. Keenly aware of the collected scars left by a legacy of colonial rule, the
acclaimed writer Reza Aslan, with a team of four regional editors and seventy-seven translators, cogently
demonstrates with Tablet and Pen how literature can, in fact, be used to form identity and serve as an
extraordinary chronicle of the disrupted histories of the region.

Acting with Words Without Borders, which fosters international exchange through translation and
publication of the world’s finest literature, Aslan has purposefully situated this volume in the twentieth
century, beyond the familiar confines of the Ottoman past, believing that the writers who have emerged in
the last hundred years have not received their full due. This monumental collection, therefore, of nearly two
hundred pieces, including short stories, novels, memoirs, essays and works of drama—many of them
presented in English for the first time—features translated works from Arabic, Persian, Urdu, and Turkish.
Organized chronologically, the volume spans a century of literature—from the famed Arab poet Khalil
Gibran to the Nobel laureates Naguib Mahfouz and Orhan Pamuk, from the great Syrian-Lebanese poet
Adonis to the grand dame of Urdu fiction, Ismat Chughtai—connected by the extraordinarily rich tradition of
resplendent cultures that have been all too often ignored by the Western canon.

By shifting America’s perception of the Middle Eastern world away from religion and politics, Tablet and
Pen evokes the splendors of a region through the voices of its writers and poets, whose literature tells an
urgent and liberating story. With a wealth of contextual information that places the writing within the
historical, political, and cultural breadth of the region, Tablet & Pen is transcendent, a book to be devoured
as a single sustained narrative, from the first page to the last. Creating a vital bridge between two estranged
cultures, "this is that rare anthology: cohesive, affecting, and informing" (Publishers Weekly).
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From reader reviews:

James Fletcher:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Tablet & Pen: Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East
(Words Without Borders): Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East.

Dora Vazquez:

In other case, little folks like to read book Tablet & Pen: Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East
(Words Without Borders): Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East. You can choose the best book
if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Tablet & Pen: Literary
Landscapes from the Modern Middle East (Words Without Borders): Literary Landscapes from the Modern
Middle East. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's study.

Ray Shippee:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Tablet & Pen: Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East (Words Without Borders): Literary
Landscapes from the Modern Middle East. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Mildred Lucas:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Tablet & Pen: Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East (Words Without Borders):
Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East when you needed it?
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