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In 2005, the Supreme Court ruled that the city of New London, Connecticut, could condemn fifteen
residential properties in order to transfer them to a new private owner. Although the Fifth Amendment only
permits the taking of private property for “public use,” the Court ruled that the transfer of condemned land to
private parties for “economic development” is permitted by the Constitution—even if the government cannot
prove that the expected development will ever actually happen. The Court’s decision in Kelo v. City of New
London empowered the grasping hand of the state at the expense of the invisible hand of the market.

           

In this detailed study of one of the most controversial Supreme Court cases in modern times, Ilya Somin
argues that Kelo was a grave error. Economic development and “blight” condemnations are unconstitutional
under both originalist and most “living constitution” theories of legal interpretation. They also victimize the
poor and the politically weak for the benefit of powerful interest groups and often destroy more economic
value than they create. Kelo itself exemplifies these patterns. The residents targeted for condemnation lacked
the influence needed to combat the formidable government and corporate interests arrayed against them. 
Moreover, the city’s poorly conceived development plan ultimately failed: the condemned land lies empty to
this day, occupied only by feral cats. The Supreme Court’s unpopular ruling triggered an unprecedented
political reaction, with forty-five states passing new laws intended to limit the use of eminent domain. But
many of the new laws impose few or no genuine constraints on takings. The Kelo backlash led to significant
progress, but not nearly as much as it may have seemed.

Despite its outcome, the closely divided 5-4 ruling shattered what many believed to be a consensus that
virtually any condemnation qualifies as a public use under the Fifth Amendment. It also showed that there is
widespread public opposition to eminent domain abuse. With controversy over takings sure to continue, The
Grasping Hand offers the first book-length analysis of Kelo by a legal scholar, alongside a broader history of
the dispute over public use and eminent domain and an evaluation of options for reform.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Roper:

The book The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits of Eminent Domain can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like
a book The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits of Eminent Domain? Some of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the
Limits of Eminent Domain has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Kuehner:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and
the Limits of Eminent Domain can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Catherine Benavidez:

The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits of Eminent Domain can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement
in writing The Grasping Hand: "Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits of Eminent Domain but doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Darlene Beaudoin:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Grasping Hand:
"Kelo v. City of New London" and the Limits of Eminent Domain can be the response, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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