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Michael Emmerich thoroughly revises the conventional narrative of the early modern and modern history of
The Tale of Genji. Exploring iterations of the work from the 1830s to the 1950s, he demonstrates how
translations and the global circulation of discourse they inspired turned The Tale of Genji into a widely read
classic, reframing our understanding of its significance and influence and of the processes that have
canonized the text. Emmerich begins with an analysis of the lavishly produced best seller Nise Murasaki
inaka Genji (A Fraudulent Murasaki’s Bumpkin Genji, 1829–1842), an adaptation of Genji written and
designed by Ryutei Tanehiko, with pictures by the great print artist Utagawa Kunisada. He argues that this
work introduced Genji to a popular Japanese audience and created a new mode of reading. He then considers
movable-type editions of Inaka Genji from 1888 to 1928, connecting trends in print technology and
publishing to larger developments in national literature and showing how the one-time best seller became
obsolete. The study subsequently traces Genji’s reemergence as a classic on a global scale, following its
acceptance into the canon of world literature before the text gained popularity in Japan. It concludes with
Genji’s becoming a “national classic” during World War II and reviews an important postwar challenge to
reading the work after it attained this status. Through his sustained critique, Emmerich upends scholarship on
Japan’s preeminent classic while remaking theories of world literature, continuity, and community.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Haskin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Tale of Genji:
Translation, Canonization, and World Literature? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lenora Hungate:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Tale of Genji:
Translation, Canonization, and World Literature. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Solange Smith:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Tale of Genji:
Translation, Canonization, and World Literature book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Jim Loop:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World
Literature can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The Tale of Genji:
Translation, Canonization, and World Literature.
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