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An MIT "hack" is an ingenious, benign, and anonymous prank or practical joke, often requiring engineering
or scientific expertise and often pulled off under cover of darkness -- instances of campus mischief
sometimes coinciding with April Fool's Day, final exams, or commencement. (It should not be confused with
the sometimes non-benign phenomenon of computer hacking.) Noteworthy MIT hacks over the years include
the legendary Harvard--Yale Football Game Hack (when a weather balloon emblazoned "MIT" popped out
of the ground near the 50-yard line), the campus police car found perched on the Great Dome, the apparent
disappearance of the Institute president's office, and a faux cathedral (complete with stained glass windows,
organ, and wedding ceremony) in a lobby. Hacks are by their nature ephemeral, although they live on in the
memory of both perpetrators and spectators. Nightwork, drawing on the MIT Museum's unique collection of
hack-related photographs and other materials, describes and documents the best of MIT's hacks and hacking
culture. This generously illustrated updated edition has added coverage of such recent hacks as the cross-
country abduction of rival Caltech's cannon (a prank requiring months of planning, intricate choreography,
and last-minute improvisation), a fire truck on the Dome that marked the fifth anniversary of 9/11, and
numerous pokes at the celebrated Frank Gehry-designed Stata Center, and even a working solar-powered
Red Line subway car on the Great Dome. Hacks have been said to express the essence of MIT, providing, as
alumnus Andre DeHon observes, "an opportunity to demonstrate creativity and know-how in mastering the
physical world." What better way to mark the 150th anniversary of MIT's founding than to commemorate its
native ingenuity with this new edition of Nightwork?
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

Nightwork: A History of Hacks and Pranks at MIT (MIT Press) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
Nightwork: A History of Hacks and Pranks at MIT (MIT Press) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Judy Young:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Nightwork: A History of Hacks and Pranks at MIT (MIT
Press) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Nightwork: A
History of Hacks and Pranks at MIT (MIT Press).

Mary Gonzalez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book Nightwork: A History of Hacks and Pranks at MIT (MIT Press) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Alva Stephenson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Nightwork: A History of Hacks and
Pranks at MIT (MIT Press) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Nightwork: A History of Hacks and Pranks at MIT (MIT Press) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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