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How is history produced? How do individuals write—or rewrite—their parts while engaged in the
production of history? Michael Lynch and David Bogen take the example of the Iran-contra hearings to
explore these questions. These hearings, held in 1987 by the Joint House-Senate Select Committee on Secret
Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaragua Opposition, provided the nation with a media spectacle and a
rare chance to see a struggle over the writing of history. There was Oliver North, prime suspect and
designated scapegoat, turning into a hero of the American Right before the very eyes of the nation. How this
transformation occurred, with the complicity of the press and the public, becomes disturbingly clear in The
Spectacle of History.
Lynch and Bogen detail the practices through which the historical agents at the center of the hearings
composed, confirmed, used, erased, and denied the historical record. They show how partisan skirmishes
over the disclosure of records and testimony led to a divided and irresolute outcome, an outcome further
facilitated by the “applied deconstruction” deployed by North and his allies. The Spectacle of History
immerses the reader in a crowded field of texts, utterances, visual displays, and media commentaries, but,
more than a case study, it develops unique insight into problems at the heart of society and social
theory—lying and credibility, the production of civic spectacle, the relationship between testimony and
history, the uses of memory, and the interplay between speech and writing.
Drawing on themes from sociology, literary theory, and ethnomethodology and challenging prevailing
concepts held by contemporary communication and cultural studies, Lynch and Bogen extract valuable
theoretical lessons from this specific and troubling historical episode.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and
Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) has been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings
(Post-Contemporary Interventions). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Isaias McGee:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Spectacle of History:
Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) book as this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Nicholas McNeal:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-
Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Deborah Fishman:

The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to



put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory
at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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