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This superb introduction to phonetics, with its accompanying CD, is perfect for anyone who wants to learn
about the sounds of languages. Peter Ladefoged, one of the world's leading phoneticians, describes how
languages use a variety of different sounds, many of them quite unlike any that occur in well-known
languages. People trill their lips and click their tongues when talking in ways that are amazing to English
speakers. Several of these unusual sounds are reproduced on the CD.The book opens with a brief
introduction to the main forces working on the sounds of languages. Using basic terms, Ladefoged outlines
the acoustic components of speech and demonstrates speech synthesis. Subsequent chapters on computers
and speech describe text-to-speech systems, and show how speech recognition systems work. The last part of
the book describes the sounds of a wide variety of languages, introducing them to readers largely by means
of the CD that accompanies the book, and by reference to the symbols of the International Phonetic
Alphabet. The contents of the CD are available on Peter Ladefoged's phonetics site, which includes an online
version of the CD as well as other useful phonetics links. This is an introductory book on phonetics that will
enable readers to go on to read The Sounds of the World's Languages (Blackwell 1996) by Peter Ladefoged
and Ian Maddieson, and other more advanced books on phonetics and phonology. With its lucid prose and
accompanying CD, it is also a book to be enjoyed in its own right.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Fugate:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Vowels and
Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of Languages suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds
of Languagesis a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Tracy Gardiner:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the
Sounds of Languages can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Vowels and
Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of Languages.

John Street:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of
Languages can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Holly Walker:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this modern
era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the Vowels and
Consonants: An Introduction to the Sounds of Languages when you essential it?
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