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After the discovery of the New World, Europeans looked further afield, beyond the Atlantic to the Indian
Ocean and towards the China seas, to search out new trading opportunities. Here they encountered
formidable and ancient civilizations and witnessed the momentous events that were shaping the sophisticated
societies of the East. In this book Derek Massarella surveys this first phase of European contact with the
Indies by focusing on the East India Company, and the factory it maintained in Japan from 1613 to 1623.
 
For the first time the history of the East India Company is placed within the larger context of the beginnings
of European cultural and economic expansion in Asia and of the changes in Japan's diplomatic and
commercial relations that were affecting its foreign trade. Using previously unexplored sources, both English
and Japanese, Massarella describes the background and history of the company, its establishment in 1600, its
arrival in Japan, the rise and decline of its factory, and the ambition and policies of its more successful Dutch
rival. He also reveals how merchants of the period lived among and mixed with the local population, their
encounters unclouded by any sense of racial superiority or value-laden notions such as 'Orient' and 'Asia'.
The result is a fascinating case study of cross-cultural contact and the English and European presence in 'a
world elsewhere'.
 
The definitive work on the early English in Japan, the book also contributes to our understanding of the
contemporary relationship between the West and Japan which, since the intervening periods of empire,
mistrust and misunderstanding, has reverted to its original nature – that of a trading relationship. First
published in 1990, this ebook contains corrections and a new Preface.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Brown:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A World Elsewhere:
Europe's Encounters with Japan in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries. All type of book is it possible to
see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Phyllis Force:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take A World Elsewhere: Europe's Encounters with Japan in the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries as your daily resource information.

Louise Denison:

This A World Elsewhere: Europe's Encounters with Japan in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries is
fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this A World Elsewhere: Europe's Encounters with Japan in the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to
get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your
better life and knowledge.

Harold Thompson:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book A World Elsewhere: Europe's Encounters
with Japan in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve A World Elsewhere:



Europe's Encounters with Japan in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries can to be your brand new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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