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In 2005 Margaret Jones Bolsterli learned that her great-great-grandfather was a free mulatto named Jordan
Chavis, who owned an antebellum plantation near Vicksburg, Mississippi. The news was a shock; Bolsterli
had heard about the plantation in family stories told during her Arkansas Delta childhood, but Chavis’s name
and race had never been mentioned. With further exploration Bolsterli found that when Chavis’s children
crossed the Mississippi River between 1859 and 1875 for exile in Arkansas, they passed into the white
world, leaving the family’s racial history completely behind.

Kaleidoscope is the story of this discovery, and it is the story, too, of the rise and fall of the Chavis fortunes
in Mississippi, from the family’s first appearance on a frontier farm in 1829 to ownership of over a thousand
acres and the slaves to work them by 1860. Bolsterli learns that in the 1850s, when all free colored people
were ordered to leave Mississippi or be enslaved, Jordan Chavis’s white neighbors successfully petitioned
the legislature to allow him to remain, unmolested, even as three of his sons and a daughter moved to
Arkansas and Illinois. She learns about the agility with which the old man balanced on a tightrope over chaos
to survive the war and then take advantage of the opportunities of newly awarded citizenship during
Reconstruction. The story ends with the family’s loss of everything in the 1870s, after one of the exiled sons
returns to Mississippi to serve in the Reconstruction legislature and a grandson attempts unsuccessfully to
retain possession of the land. In Kaleidoscope, long-silenced truths are revealed, inviting questions about
how attitudes toward race might have been different in the family and in America if the truth about this
situation and thousands of others like it could have been told before.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Howard:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree.

Janelle Smith:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and important the book Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree.
All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Jerry Deal:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American
Family Tree book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Pamela Bost:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get ahead of. The Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree giving you an
additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better
life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?
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