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Considers what is known of acclaimed early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? and how he was characterized
in various times and places.

Early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? (d. 946) is both famous and unknown. One of the pioneers of Islamic
mysticism, he left no writings, but his legacy was passed down orally, and he has been acclaimed from his
own time to the present. Accounts of Shibl? present a fascinating figure: an eccentric with a showy red
beard, a lover of poetry and wit, an ascetic who embraced altered states of consciousness, and, for a time, a
disturbed man confined to an insane asylum. Kenneth Avery offers a contemporary interpretation of Shibl?’s
thought and his importance in the history of Sufism. This book surveys the major sources for Shibl?’s life
and work from both Arabic and Persian traditions, detailing the main facets of his biography and teachings
and documenting the evolving figure of a Sufi saint. Shibl?’s relationships with his more famous colleague
Junayd and his infamous colleague ?all?j are discussed, along with his Qur’?nic spirituality, his poetry, and
the question of his periodic insanity.

“A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism.” — John Renard, editor of Fighting Words: Religion,
Violence, and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts

Kenneth Avery received his PhD in Islamic Studies from the University of Melbourne in Australia. His
books include Fifty Poems of ‘A???r and A Psychology of Early Sufi sam?‘: Listening and Altered States.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Weathers:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition. Try to face the book
Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Henry McMahon:

The actual book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition has a lot of information on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.

Renee Wood:

Beside that Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing
to have Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this
point!

Hoyt Moore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Shibli: His Life and Thought in
the Sufi Tradition.
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