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Cemí s are both portable artifacts and embodiments of persons or spirit, which the Taí nos and other natives
of the Greater Antilles (ca. AD 1000-1550) regarded as numinous beings with supernatural or magic powers.
This volume takes a close look at the relationship between humans and other (non-human) beings that are
imbued with cemí power, specifically within the Taí no inter-island cultural sphere encompassing Puerto
Rico and Hispaniola. The relationships address the important questions of identity and personhood of the
cemí icons and their human “ owners” and the implications of cemí gift-giving and gift-taking that sustains a
complex web of relationships between caciques (chiefs) of Puerto Rico and Hispaniola.

 

Oliver provides a careful analysis of the four major forms of cemí s— three-pointed stones, large stone
heads, stone collars, and elbow stones— as well as face masks, which provide an interesting contrast to the
stone heads. He finds evidence for his interpretation of human and cemí interactions from a critical review of
16th-century Spanish ethnohistoric documents, especially the Relació n Acerca de las Antigü edades de los
Indios written by Friar Ramó n Pané in 1497– 1498 under orders from Christopher Columbus. Buttressed by
examples of native resistance and syncretism, the volume discusses the iconoclastic conflicts and the
relationship between the icons and the human beings. Focusing on this and on the various contexts in which
the relationships were enacted, Oliver reveals how the cemí s were central to the exercise of native political
power. Such cemí s were considered a direct threat to the hegemony of the Spanish conquerors, as these
potent objects were seen as allies in the native resistance to the onslaught of Christendom with its icons of
saints and virgins.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Cockerham:

This Caciques and Cemi Idols: The Web Spun by Taino Rulers Between Hispaniola and Puerto Rico
(Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this Caciques and Cemi Idols: The Web Spun by Taino Rulers Between
Hispaniola and Puerto Rico (Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory) can be one of many great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Caciques and Cemi Idols: The Web
Spun by Taino Rulers Between Hispaniola and Puerto Rico (Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory)
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Pearl Norris:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Caciques and Cemi Idols: The Web Spun by Taino Rulers Between Hispaniola and Puerto Rico (Caribbean
Archaeology and Ethnohistory), you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Corinna Edwards:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer might be Caciques and Cemi Idols: The Web Spun by Taino Rulers Between Hispaniola
and Puerto Rico (Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Edna Vachon:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You



can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is Caciques and Cemi Idols: The Web Spun by Taino Rulers Between Hispaniola and Puerto
Rico (Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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