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The world runs on the U.S. dollar. From Washington to Beijing, governments, businesses, and individuals
rely on the dollar to conduct commerce and invest profitably and safely—even after the global financial
meltdown in 2008 revealed the potentially catastrophic cost of the dollar's hegemony. But how did the
greenback achieve this planetary dominance a mere century and a half after President Lincoln issued the first
currency backed only by the credit—and credibility—of the federal government?

In Greenback Planet, acclaimed historian H. W. Brands charts the dollar's astonishing rise to become the
world's principal currency. Telling the story with the verve of a novelist, he recounts key episodes in U.S.
monetary history, from the Civil War debate over fiat money (greenbacks) to the recent worldwide financial
crisis. Brands explores the dollar's changing relations to gold and silver and to other currencies and cogently
explains how America's economic might made the dollar the fundamental standard of value in world finance.
He vividly describes the 1869 Black Friday attempt to corner the gold market, banker J. P. Morgan's bailout
of the U.S. treasury, the creation of the Federal Reserve, and President Franklin Roosevelt's handling of the
bank panic of 1933. Brands shows how lessons learned (and not learned) in the Great Depression have
influenced subsequent U.S. monetary policy, and how the dollar's dominance helped transform economies in
countries ranging from Germany and Japan after World War II to Russia and China today. He concludes
with a sobering dissection of the 2008 world financial debacle, which exposed the power—and the enormous
risks—of the dollar's worldwide reign.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Turner:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Greenback Planet: How the Dollar
Conquered the World and Threatened Civilization as We Know It (Discovering America) to read.

Rebecca Bailey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Greenback Planet: How the Dollar
Conquered the World and Threatened Civilization as We Know It (Discovering America) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Jose Higham:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Greenback Planet: How the Dollar Conquered the World and Threatened
Civilization as We Know It (Discovering America) as your daily resource information.

Clifford Caldwell:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Greenback Planet:
How the Dollar Conquered the World and Threatened Civilization as We Know It (Discovering America)
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick
Greenback Planet: How the Dollar Conquered the World and Threatened Civilization as We Know It



(Discovering America) become your starter.
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