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In early 1840, abolitionists founded the Liberty Party as a political outlet for their antislavery beliefs. A mere
eight years later, bolstered by the increasing slavery debate and growing sectional conflict, the party had
grown to challenge the two mainstream political factions in many areas. In The Liberty Party, 1840–1848,
Reinhard O. Johnson provides the first comprehensive history of this short-lived but important third party,
detailing how it helped to bring the antislavery movement to the forefront of American politics and became
the central institutional vehicle in the fight against the “peculiar institution.”

As the major instrument of antislavery sentiment, the Liberty organization was more than a political party
and included not only eligible voters but also disfranchised African Americans and women. Most party
members held evangelical beliefs, and as Johnson relates, an intense religiosity permeated most of the
group’s activities. At least eight U.S. senators, eighteen members of the House of Representatives, five state
governors, and two justices of the Supreme Court were among the many Liberty Party members with
distinguished careers in the public and private sectors. Though most early Liberty supporters came from the
Whig Party, an increasing number of former Democrats joined the party as it matured.

Johnson discusses the Liberty Party’s founding and its national growth through the presidential election of
1844; its struggles to define itself amid serious internal disagreements over philosophy, strategy, and tactics
in the ensuing years; and the reasons behind its decline and merger into the Free Soil coalition in 1848. Since
most Liberty Party activities occurred at the state level, Johnson treats the history of each state party in
considerable detail, demonstrating how the party developed differently state by state and illustrating how
these differences blended with the national view of the party.

Informative appendices include statewide results for all presidential and gubernatorial elections between
1840 and 1848, the Liberty Party’s 1844 platform, and short biographies of every Liberty member mentioned
in the main text of the book. Epic in scope and encyclopedic in detail, The Liberty Party, 1840–1848 will
serve as an invaluable reference for anyone interested in nineteenth-century American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Nielson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Liberty Party, 1840-1848:
Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) book
as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sharron Marty:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Liberty Party,
1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic
World) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Gina Keller:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery
Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) can give you a lot
of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery
Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World).

Joan Naylor:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative



people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery
Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World). You can more
appealing than now.
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