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When one thinks of American Drama, names like Eugene O'Neill, Arthur Miller, and Tennessee Williams
readily come to mind. However, as The Oxford Handbook of American Drama shows, the U.S. has a deep
and varied tradition that extends back to the years before the Revolutionary War. The essays gathered here
trace U.S dramatic history, ranging from plays by Mercy Otis Warren to Tony Kushner.

The volume opens with an exploration of the trials and tribulations of strolling players in the colonial era,
before shifting to a discussion of the ways plays were deployed for political ends during the Revolution,
most notably by the patriot Mercy Otis Warren. The narrative extends to the post-Revolutionary period when
plays were used as vehicles to promote republican virtue. Contributors also explore the vibrant drama to
emerge during the nineteenth century, when blackface performers and stars such as Edwin Forrest, Charlotte
Cushman, and Edwin Booth dominated the stage. The period also witnessed the arrival of the first piece of
musical theater, The Black Crook, which is productively situated in a musical tradition that extends to
Rodgers and Hammerstein. The Handbook offers a complex treatment of melodrama - the most popular
genre of the century. The volume traces the rise of the country's first black acting company in the 1820s, as
well as the growing number of ethnic characters presented on the stage. Several of the contributors also
highlight the role of women playwrights such as Anna Cora Mowatt in the development of American drama.

At the turn of the twentieth century, the Provincetown Players helped to usher in the era of modern drama,
which allowed playwrights such as Eugene O'Neill, Susan Glaspell, and Edna St. Vincent Millay to
experiment with the form and attempt topics regarded as taboo at the time. As melodrama gave way to
realism, exemplified in the work of O'Neill and Rachel Crothers, other dramatic techniques such as
naturalism and expressionism were introduced to the stage. Other topics covered in the Handbook include:
the political plays of Arthur Miller; the major freedoms brought to the American stage since the 1960s; the
new generation of playwrights, such as Tony Kushner and Harvey Fierstein, who created plays dealing
explicitly with topics like AIDS and homosexuality; and the rich genealogy of the African American family
play in works by Lorraine Hansberry, August Wilson, and Suzan-Lori Parks. The volume concludes with the
bold performance art of the Living Theatre and the new multiculturalism that arrived on the contemporary
stage, with various ethnic communities --Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Asians, and Native Americans-becoming
the focus of the action.  The Oxford Handbook of American Drama presents a comprehensive introduction to
the form in all its guises.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hager:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks). Try
to face the book The Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks) as your pal. It means that it
can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Marlene Childs:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is The Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks).

Martha Howell:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is The Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks) this reserve consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Alice Concannon:

Beside that The Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks) in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks) because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find
this book in addition to read it from now!
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