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A thousand years ago, the Chinese government invited merchants from one of the Chinese port synagogue
communities to the capital, Kaifeng. The merchants settled there and the community prospered. Over
centuries, with government support, the Kaifeng Jews built and rebuilt their synagogue, which became
perhaps the world’s largest. Some studied for the rabbinate; others prepared for civil service examinations,
leading to a disproportionate number of Jewish government officials. While continuing orthodox Jewish
practices they added rituals honouring their parents and the patriarchs, in keeping with Chinese custom.
However, by the mid-eighteenth century?cut off from Judaism elsewhere for two centuries, their synagogue
destroyed by a flood, their community impoverished and dispersed by a civil war that devastated
Kaifeng?their Judaism became defunct.

The Theology of the Chinese Jews traces the history of Jews in China and explores how their theology’s
focus on love, rather than on the fear of a non-anthropomorphic God, may speak to contemporary liberal
Jews. Equally relevant to contemporary Jews is that the Chinese Jews remained fully Jewish while
harmonizing with the family-centred religion of China. In an illuminating postscript, Rabbi Anson Laytner
underscores the point that Jewish culture can thrive in an open society, “without hostility, by absorbing the
best of the dominant culture and making it one’s own.”
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From reader reviews:

Saul Robinson:

This The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
specific The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 without we realize teach the one who studying it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Theology of the Chinese Jews,
1000-1850 can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 having
great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Maria Ives:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 can be fine book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mae Bushee:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high
quality.

Kevin Dobson:

The book untitled The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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