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In 1999, one in four British children lived in poverty—the third highest child poverty rate among
industrialized countries. Five years later, the child poverty rate in Britain had fallen by more than half in
absolute terms. How did the British government accomplish this and what can the United States learn from
the British experience? Jane Waldfogel offers a sharp analysis of the New Labour government’s anti-poverty
agenda, its dramatic early success and eventual stalled progress. Comparing Britain’s anti-poverty initiative
to U.S. welfare reform, the book shows how the policies of both countries have affected child poverty, living
standards, and well-being in low-income families and suggests next steps for future reforms.

Britain’s War on Poverty evaluates the three-pronged anti-poverty strategy employed by the British
government and what these efforts accomplished. British reforms sought to promote work and make work
pay, to increase financial support for families with children, and to invest in the health, early-life
development, and education of children. The latter two features set the British reforms apart from the work-
oriented U.S. welfare reforms, which did not specifically target income or program supports for children.
Plagued by premature initiatives and what some experts called an overly ambitious agenda, the British
reforms fell short of their intended goal but nevertheless significantly increased single-parent employment,
raised incomes for low-income families, and improved child outcomes. Poverty has fallen, and the pattern of
low-income family expenditures on child enrichment and healthy food has begun to converge with higher-
income families.

As Waldfogel sees it, further success in reducing child poverty in Britain will rely on understanding who is
poor and who is at highest risk. More than half of poor children live in families where at least one parent is
working, followed by unemployed single- and two-parent homes, respectively. Poverty rates are also notably
higher for children with disabled parents, large families, and for Pakistani and Bangladeshi children. Based
on these demographics, Waldfogel argues that future reforms must, among other goals, raise working-family
incomes, provide more work for single parents, and better engage high-risk racial and ethnic minority
groups.

What can the United States learn from the British example? Britain’s War on Poverty is a primer in the
triumphs and pitfalls of protracted policy. Notable differences distinguish the British and U.S. models, but
Waldfogel asserts that a future U.S. poverty agenda must specifically address child poverty and the income
inequality that helps create it. By any measurement and despite obstacles, Britain has significantly reduced
child poverty. The book’s key lesson is that it can be done.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Britain's War on Poverty provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Bertha Davis:

Beside this specific Britain's War on Poverty in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Britain's
War on Poverty because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't
get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book and read it from at this point!

Clarissa Holland:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Britain's War on Poverty or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Britain's
War on Poverty to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jo Jordan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Britain's War on Poverty when you required it?
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