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Errands into the Metropolis offers a dramatic new interpretation of the texts and contexts of early New
England literature. Jonathan Beecher Field inverts the familiar paradigm of colonization as an errand into the
wilderness to demonstrate, instead, that New England was shaped and re-shaped by a series of return trips to
a metropolitan London convulsed with political turmoil. In London, dissidents and their more orthodox
antagonists contended for colonial power through competing narratives of their experiences in the New
World. Dissidents showed a greater willingness to construct their narratives in terms that were legible to a
metropolitan reader than did Massachusetts Bay's apologists. As a result, representatives of a variety of
marginal religious groups were able to secure a remarkable level of political autonomy, visible in the
survival of Rhode Island as an independent colony. Through chapters focusing on John Cotton, Roger
Williams, Samuel Gorton, John Clarke, and the Quaker martyrs, Field traces an evolving discourse on the
past, present, and future of colonial New England that revises the canon of colonial New England literature
and the contours of New England history. In the broader field of early American studies, Field's work
demonstrates the benefits of an Atlantic perspective on the material cultures of print. In the context of
religious freedom, Errands into the Metropolis shows Rhode Island's famous culture of toleration emerging
as a pragmatic response to the conditions of colonial life, rather than as an idealistic principle. Errands into
the Metropolis offers new understanding of familiar texts and events from colonial New England, and
reveals the significance of less familiar texts and events.
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From reader reviews:

Celina Ziolkowski:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Errands into the
Metropolis (Reencounters with Colonialism: New Perspectives on the Americas). All type of book could you
see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jeffrey Primo:

The reserve with title Errands into the Metropolis (Reencounters with Colonialism: New Perspectives on the
Americas) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Paul Williams:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be go through. Errands into the Metropolis (Reencounters with Colonialism: New Perspectives on the
Americas) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Elizabeth Morris:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Errands into the Metropolis (Reencounters with
Colonialism: New Perspectives on the Americas) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking
out this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Errands into the Metropolis (Reencounters with Colonialism: New Perspectives on the Americas).
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