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What is the role of government in protecting animal welfare? What principles should policy makers draw on
as they try to balance animal welfare against human liberty?

Much has been written in recent years on our moral duties towards animals, but scholars and activists alike
have neglected the important question of how far the state may go to enforce those duties. Kimberly K.
Smith fills that gap by exploring how liberal political principles apply to animal welfare policy. Focusing on
animal welfare in the United States, Governing Animals begins with an account of the historical relationship
between animals and the development of the American liberal welfare state. It then turns to the central
theoretical argument: Some animals (most prominently pets and livestock) may be considered members of
the liberal social contract. That conclusion justifies limited state intervention to defend their welfare - even
when such intervention may harm human citizens. Taking the analysis further, the study examines whether
citizens may enjoy property rights in animals, what those rights entail, how animals may be represented in
our political and legal institutions, and what strategies for reform are most compatible with liberal principles.
The book takes up several policy issues along the way, from public funding of animal rescue operations to
the ethics of livestock production, animal sacrifice, and animal fighting.

Beyond even these specific policy questions, this book asks what sort of liberalism is suitable for the
challenges of the twenty-first century. Smith argues that investigating the political morality of our treatment
of animals gives us insight into how to design practices and institutions that protect the most vulnerable
members of our society, thus making of our shared world a more fitting home for both humans and the
nonhumans to which we are so deeply connected.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Slater:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Governing
Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Chad Davis:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Governing Animals: Animal Welfare
and the Liberal State book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Shelia Sepulveda:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Governing Animals:
Animal Welfare and the Liberal State, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Benjamin Herrera:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Governing Animals: Animal Welfare
and the Liberal State can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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