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In this compelling study of the moral principles that most influenced the thinking of Abraham Lincoln,
historian Allen Jayne argues persuasively that Lincoln regarded the Declaration of Independence, above all
other documents, as the most important embodiment of American principles. This "American manifesto," as
Jayne calls it, with its eloquent expression of the ideals of individual liberty and government created to
protect and preserve that liberty, was the script that Lincoln followed in his struggle to preserve the Union
and extend individual liberties to African Americans. Moreover, Jayne demonstrates that Lincoln’s
philosophy was rooted, not in a Bible-based evangelical Christian perspective, but in the European
Enlightenment and deism, which so profoundly influenced the thinking of Thomas Jefferson and other
Founding Fathers.

Jayne begins with a chapter devoted to the influence of deism on Jefferson’s formulation of the Declaration
of Independence. Next, he discusses Lincoln’s adoption of the deistic perspective and the crucial role that the
Declaration played in his thoughts and actions. He also considers Lincoln’s moral sense, based on deism’s
tolerance of different belief systems and universal moral idealism. Finally, he describes Lincoln’s role as
chief advocate for the Declaration’s principles and how the Gettysburg Address and his Second Inaugural
Address reflect this underlying philosophy.

This insightful look into the thinking of one of our nation’s greatest presidents during a time of crisis is
highly relevant in today’s climate of religious extremism and debates over the balance between individual
liberty and national security.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Lincoln: And the American Manifesto, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Margaret Jackson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Lincoln: And the American Manifesto
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Lincoln: And the American Manifesto become your starter.

Jean McCallum:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Lincoln: And the American Manifesto why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Joy Becker:

This Lincoln: And the American Manifesto is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Lincoln: And the American
Manifesto can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get
through anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also



knowledge.
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