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From the New York Times best-selling author of Cod and Salt, a definitive history of paper and the
astonishing ways it has shaped today’s world.

Paper is one of the simplest and most essential pieces of human technology. For the past two millennia, the
ability to produce it in ever more efficient ways has supported the proliferation of literacy, media, religion,
education, commerce, and art; it has formed the foundation of civilizations, promoting revolutions and
restoring stability. One has only to look at history’s greatest press run, which produced 6.5 billion copies of
Máo zhuxí yulu, Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung (Zedong)?which doesn’t include editions in 37
foreign languages and in braille?to appreciate the range and influence of a single publication, in paper. Or
take the fact that one of history’s most revered artists, Leonardo da Vinci, left behind only 15 paintings but
4,000 works on paper. And though the colonies were at the time calling for a boycott of all British goods, the
one exception they made speaks to the essentiality of the material; they penned the Declaration of
Independence on British paper.

Now, amid discussion of “going paperless”?and as speculation about the effects of a digitally dependent
society grows rampant?we’ve come to a world-historic juncture. Thousands of years ago, Socrates and Plato
warned that written language would be the end of “true knowledge,” replacing the need to exercise memory
and think through complex questions. Similar arguments were made about the switch from handwritten to
printed books, and today about the role of computer technology. By tracing paper’s evolution from antiquity
to the present, with an emphasis on the contributions made in Asia and the Middle East, Mark Kurlansky
challenges common assumptions about technology’s influence, affirming that paper is here to stay. Paper
will be the commodity history that guides us forward in the twenty-first century and illuminates our times.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

Paper: Paging Through History can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Paper: Paging Through History although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
considering.

James Robbins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be read. Paper: Paging Through History can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short free time problems.

Linda Howard:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Paper: Paging Through History is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Steve Franklin:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Paper: Paging Through
History can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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