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Ufrieda Ho’s compelling memoir describes with intimate detail what it was like to come of age in the
marginalized Chinese community of Johannesburg during the apartheid era of the 1970s and 1980s. The
Chinese were mostly ignored, as Ho describes it, relegated to certain neighborhoods and certain jobs, living
in a kind of gray zone between the blacks and the whites. As long as they adhered to these rules, they were
left alone.

Ho describes the separate journeys her parents took before they knew one another, each leaving China and
Hong Kong around the early1960s, arriving in South Africa as illegal immigrants. Her father eventually
became a so-called “fahfee man,” running a small-time numbers game in the black townships, one of the few
opportunities available to him at that time. In loving detail, Ho describes her father’s work habits: the often
mysterious selection of numbers at the kitchen table, the carefully-kept account ledgers, and especially the
daily drives into the townships, where he conducted business on street corners from the seat of his car.
Sometimes Ufrieda accompanied him on these township visits, offering her an illuminating perspective into a
stratified society. Poignantly, it was on such a visit that her father—who is very much a central figure in
Ho’s memoir—met with a tragic end.

In many ways, life for the Chinese in South Africa was self-contained. Working hard, minding the rules, and
avoiding confrontations, they were able to follow traditional Chinese ways. But for Ufrieda, who was born in
South Africa, influences from the surrounding culture crept into her life, as did a political awakening. Paper
Sons and Daughters is a wonderfully told family history that will resonate with anyone having an interest in
the experiences of Chinese immigrants, or perhaps any immigrants, the world over.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Jones:

The knowledge that you get from Paper Sons and Daughters: Growing up Chinese in South Africa (Modern
African Writing Series) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you
get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Paper Sons and
Daughters: Growing up Chinese in South Africa (Modern African Writing Series) giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Paper Sons and
Daughters: Growing up Chinese in South Africa (Modern African Writing Series) instantly.

Yvonne Casey:

The publication with title Paper Sons and Daughters: Growing up Chinese in South Africa (Modern African
Writing Series) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Wayne Martin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
book that need more time to be examine. Paper Sons and Daughters: Growing up Chinese in South Africa
(Modern African Writing Series) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short
free time problems.

Angela Rodriguez:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Paper Sons and Daughters: Growing up Chinese in South
Africa (Modern African Writing Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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