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Over the past few years, many of the former Communist-rule countries of Central and Eastern Europe have
taken a steady path toward becoming more or less normal capitalist countries - with Poland and Hungary
cases in point.

Russia, on the other hand, has experienced extreme difficulties in its attempted transition to capitalism and
democracy. The pursuit of Western-endorsed policies of privatization, liberalization and fiscal austerity have
brought Russia growing crime and corruption, a distorted economy and a trend toward authoritarian
government.

In their 1996 book - Revolution from Above - David Kotz and Fred Weir shed light on the underlying reasons
for the 1991 demise of the Soviet Union and the severe economic and political problems of the immediate
post-Soviet period in Russia.

In this new book, the authors bring the story up-to-date, showing how continuing misguided policies have
entrenched a group of super-rich oligarchs, in alliance with an all-powerful presidency, while further
undermining Russia's economic potential. New topics include the origins of the oligarchs, the deep
penetration of crime and corruption in Russian society, the financial crisis that almost destroyed the regime,
the mixed blessing of an oil-dependent economy, the atrophy of democracy in the Yeltsin years, and the
recentralization of political power in the Kremlin under President Putin.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Ranger:

The book Russia's Path from Gorbachev to Putin: The Demise of the Soviet System and the New Russia
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make studying a book Russia's Path from Gorbachev to Putin: The Demise of the Soviet System and the New
Russia to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide Russia's Path from Gorbachev to Putin: The Demise of the Soviet System and the New Russia. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Frances Carpenter:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book Russia's Path from Gorbachev to Putin: The Demise of the Soviet
System and the New Russia was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Russia's Path from Gorbachev to
Putin: The Demise of the Soviet System and the New Russia is not only giving you more new information
but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship with all the book Russia's Path from Gorbachev to Putin: The Demise of the
Soviet System and the New Russia. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Barbara Lewis:

This book untitled Russia's Path from Gorbachev to Putin: The Demise of the Soviet System and the New
Russia to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide
from your list.

Denise Swann:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the book
untitled Russia's Path from Gorbachev to Putin: The Demise of the Soviet System and the New Russia can be



excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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