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Vermeer's Wager stands at the intersection of art history and criticism, philosophy and museology. Using a
familiar and celebrated painting by Johannes Vermeer as a case study, Ivan Gaskell explores what it might
mean to know and use a work of art. He argues that art history as generally practised, while successfully
asserting certain claims to knowledge, fails to take into account aspects of the unique character of works of
art. Our relationship to art is mediated, not only through reproduction – particularly photography – but also
through displays in museums. In an analysis that ranges from seventeenth-century Holland, through mid-
nineteenth-century France, to artists' and curators' practice today, Gaskell draws on his experience of Dutch
art history, philosophy and contemporary art criticism. Anyone with an interest in Vermeer and the afterlife
of his art will value this book, as will all who think seriously about the role of photography in perception and
the core purposes of art museums
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From reader reviews:

Edward Gilbert:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Vermeer's Wager: Speculations on
Art History, Theory and Art Museums (Essays in Art and Culture). All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Maryann Carson:

This Vermeer's Wager: Speculations on Art History, Theory and Art Museums (Essays in Art and Culture)
are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Vermeer's
Wager: Speculations on Art History, Theory and Art Museums (Essays in Art and Culture) can be one of
many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Vermeer's Wager: Speculations on Art History, Theory and Art Museums (Essays in Art and Culture) giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Helen Leavitt:

The reason? Because this Vermeer's Wager: Speculations on Art History, Theory and Art Museums (Essays
in Art and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again
or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Virgil Santamaria:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Vermeer's Wager: Speculations on Art History, Theory and Art Museums (Essays in Art and Culture)



when you necessary it?
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