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What was piety like before the commandments were revealed? How did Abraham live in a way that fulfilled
the ideals of piety without the Torah? This question, raised in the ancient Jewish theology of Philo and
central to the struggle of Paul with his own Judaism and his emerging Christian faith, was raised once again
by the Hasidic masters of Eastern Europe in the eighteenth century. In a series of powerful and spiritually
searching sermons, the Hasidic masters reinterpret spiritually the ancient rabbis’ insistence that the patriarchs
lived within the Law. In centering their spiritualization of Judaism around the figure of Abraham, these
latter-day Jewish thinkers express a position that stands midway between the claims of the Talmud and those
of the Christian apostle.

Arthur Green uses this Hasidic debate on the patriarchs and the commandments as a point of departure for a
wide-ranging consideration of the relationship between piety and commandment in Hasidic Judaism. The
result of this effort is a series of rather remarkable mystical defenses of the commandments and an original
contribution of Hasidic thought to the ongoing history of Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

The book Devotion and Commandment: The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic Imagination (The Gustave a.
and Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial Lectures) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Devotion and
Commandment: The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic Imagination (The Gustave a. and Mamie W.
Efroymson Memorial Lectures) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open and read a book Devotion and Commandment: The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic Imagination (The
Gustave a. and Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial Lectures). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Daniel Soderquist:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Devotion and Commandment: The Faith of
Abraham in the Hasidic Imagination (The Gustave a. and Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial Lectures) was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve Devotion and Commandment: The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic
Imagination (The Gustave a. and Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial Lectures) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Devotion and Commandment:
The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic Imagination (The Gustave a. and Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial
Lectures). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Margaret Head:

Here thing why this particular Devotion and Commandment: The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic
Imagination (The Gustave a. and Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial Lectures) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Devotion and Commandment: The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic
Imagination (The Gustave a. and Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial Lectures) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Devotion
and Commandment: The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic Imagination (The Gustave a. and Mamie W.
Efroymson Memorial Lectures). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Devotion and Commandment: The Faith of
Abraham in the Hasidic Imagination (The Gustave a. and Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial Lectures) in e-
book can be your substitute.



Christopher Hill:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Devotion and Commandment: The Faith of Abraham in the Hasidic Imagination (The Gustave a. and
Mamie W. Efroymson Memorial Lectures), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.
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