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From the moment Katherine Anne Porter arrived on the American literary scene in 1922, the public was
intrigued with her life. Yet she herself revealed only scant facts of her background and often gave conflicting
accounts. She maintained, though, that a germ of her own experience lay at the core of everything she wrote.

In Katherine Anne Porter: The Life of an Artist, Darlene Harbour Unrue finds that Porter's deceptions were a
screen for deep personal turmoil. With unprecedented access to archival and personal papers, Unrue brings
much new information to light. Porter's maternal grandmother was institutionalized; Porter had more
marriages than she acknowledged; she lost babies to miscarriage, abortion, and stillbirth, and she grieved
over her failed motherhood. Ever present were her fears of exile and insanity.

Despite these constant fears, Porter (1890-1980) lived an extraordinary life that vaulted her from poverty and
obscurity to wealth and the fame of being a best-selling author. She experienced or observed many of the
major events of the twentieth century. So often on the move, she lived in Greenwich Village during its
heyday as a hotbed of radical politics and experimental art, in Mexico during the cultural revolution of the
1920s, in Europe during the rise of Nazism, and in America during the Cold War. Thirteen years old when
she first rode in an automobile and saw an airplane, she was invited in her last decade to observe and write
about the launching of the final Apollo space ship. Asked to summarize her own life, Porter was fond of
quoting Madame Du Barry: "My life has been incredible. I don't believe a word of it!"

Darlene Harbour Unrue is a professor of English at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas. She has written
several books on Katherine Anne Porter, including Understanding Katherine Anne Porter and Truth and
Vision in Katherine Anne Porter's Fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Lucas:

Often the book Katherine Anne Porter: The Life of an Artist (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and
Biography) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Katherine Anne Porter: The Life of an Artist (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Helen Price:

The publication untitled Katherine Anne Porter: The Life of an Artist (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and
Biography) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book
of Katherine Anne Porter: The Life of an Artist (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Linda Justice:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Katherine Anne Porter: The Life of an Artist
(Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Beverly Woods:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Katherine Anne Porter: The Life of an Artist (Willie Morris
Books in Memoir and Biography) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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