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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Münster (Anglistik), course: John Updike, 18 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: For
many readers of The Centaur by John Updike the novel may seem a little unorthodox or even confusing,
especially for students learning English as a second language in the German “Oberstufe”. The reason for this
problem is connected with the use of mythological elements and its arbitrariness concerning aspects of
narration. According to critics, they “were suspicious and uneasy with the mythological elements, asserting
that they added nothing essential to the novel” (Markle 61).
Right from the beginning we are confronted with Updike’s wit, his introduction of the first character, George
Caldwell, who is hit by an ominous arrow. Burchard comments on this scene as follows: “Wondering if the
author is really serious, the reader hurries on, hoping that the school teacher will wake soon and be released
from his nightmare. The nightmare continues” (58). Sometimes it is very difficult to distinguish between
what is real and what is not. The author himself admits that his book poses “difficulties” for readers and says
that “the book as well as the hero is a Centaur” (Updike, In: Greiner 105), rephrasing the before-mentioned
arbitrariness of the levels of narration.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Mythological Elements in John Updike's "The
Centaur". You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book Mythological Elements in John Updike's "The Centaur". You can add information and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Marlin Peterson:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Mythological Elements in John
Updike's "The Centaur" is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kristi Jones:

You can get this Mythological Elements in John Updike's "The Centaur" by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.

Juli Gadberry:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Mythological Elements in John Updike's "The
Centaur" was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Mythological
Elements in John Updike's "The Centaur" has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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