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In examining the founding of New England towns during the seventeenth century, John Frederick Martin
investigates an old subject with fresh insight. Whereas most historians emphasize communalism and absence
of commerce in the seventeenth century, Martin demonstrates that colonists sought profits in town-founding,
that town founders used business corporations to organize themselves into landholding bodies, and that
multiple and absentee landholding was common.

In reviewing some sixty towns and the activities of one hundred town founders, Martin finds that many town
residents were excluded from owning common lands and from voting. It was not until the end of the
seventeenth century, when proprietors separated from towns, that town institutions emerged as fully public
entities for the first time.

Martin's study will challenge historians to rethink not only social history but also the cultural history of early
New England. Instead of taking sides in the long-standing debate between Puritan scholars and business
historians, Martin identifies strains within Puritanism and the rest of the colonists' culture that both
discouraged and encouraged land commerce, both supported and undermined communalism, both hindered
and hastened development of the wilderness. Rather than portray colonists one-dimensionally, Martin
analyzes how several different and competing ethics coexisted within a single, complex, and vibrant New
England culture.
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From reader reviews:

John White:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Profits in the
Wilderness: Entrepreneurship and the Founding of New England Towns in the Seventeenth Century
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of ... History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jonathan Zahn:

This Profits in the Wilderness: Entrepreneurship and the Founding of New England Towns in the
Seventeenth Century (Published for the Omohundro Institute of ... History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Profits in the Wilderness: Entrepreneurship and
the Founding of New England Towns in the Seventeenth Century (Published for the Omohundro Institute of
... History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this
book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Steven Perez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Profits in the Wilderness: Entrepreneurship and the Founding of New England
Towns in the Seventeenth Century (Published for the Omohundro Institute of ... History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Karen Huff:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is



identified as of book Profits in the Wilderness: Entrepreneurship and the Founding of New England Towns
in the Seventeenth Century (Published for the Omohundro Institute of ... History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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