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There are two winners in every presidential election campaign: The inevitable winner when it begins--such
as Rudy Giuliani or Hillary Clinton in 2008--and the inevitable victor after it ends. In The Candidate, Samuel
Popkin explains the difference between them.

While plenty of political insiders have written about specific campaigns, only Popkin--drawing on a lifetime
of presidential campaign experience and extensive research--analyzes what it takes to win the next campaign.
The road to the White House is littered with geniuses of campaigns past. Why doesn't practice make perfect?
Why is experience such a poor teacher? Why are the same mistakes replayed again and again?

Based on detailed analyses of the winners--and losers--of the last 60 years of presidential campaigns, Popkin
explains how challengers get to the White House, how incumbents stay there for a second term, and how
successors hold power for their party. He looks in particular at three campaigns--George H.W. Bush's
muddled campaign for reelection in 1992, Al Gore's flawed campaign for the presidency in 2000, and Hillary
Clinton's mismanaged effort to win the nomination in 2008--and uncovers the lessons that Ronald Reagan
can teach future candidates about teamwork. Throughout, Popkin illuminates the intricacies of presidential
campaigns--the small details and the big picture, the surprising mistakes and the predictable miscues--in a
riveting account of what goes on inside a campaign and what makes one succeed while another fails.

As Popkin shows, a vision for the future and the audacity to run are only the first steps in a candidate's run
for office. To truly survive the most grueling show on earth, presidential hopefuls have to understand the
critical factors that Popkin reveals in The Candidate. In the wake of the 2012 election, Popkin's analysis
looks remarkably prescient. Obama ran a strong incumbent-oriented campaign but made typical incumbent
mistakes, as evidenced by his weak performance in the first debate. The Romney campaign correctly put
power in the hands of a strong campaign manager, but it couldn't overcome the weaknesses of the candidate.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Candidate: What it Takes to Win - and Hold - the White House, it is possible to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Thomas Depew:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book The Candidate: What it Takes to Win - and Hold - the White House it
is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book provides high quality.

Kathleen Allen:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Candidate: What it Takes to Win - and
Hold - the White House or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes The Candidate: What it Takes to Win - and Hold - the White House to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Thomas Obrien:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. From the book The Candidate: What it Takes to Win - and Hold - the White House we can acquire



more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this
book The Candidate: What it Takes to Win - and Hold - the White House. You can more appealing than
now.
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