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A journalist and word aficionado salutes the 100-year history and pleasures of crossword puzzles
 
Since its debut in The New York World on December 21, 1913, the crossword puzzle has enjoyed a rich and
surprisingly lively existence. Alan Connor, a comic writer known for his exploration of all things crossword
in The Guardian, covers every twist and turn: from the 1920s, when crosswords were considered a menace to
productive society; to World War II, when they were used to recruit code breakers; to their starring role in a
2008 episode of The Simpsons.
 
He also profiles the colorful characters who make up the interesting and bizarre subculture of crossword
constructors and competitive solvers, including Will Shortz, the iconic New York Times puzzle editor who
created a crafty crossword that appeared to predict the outcome of a presidential election, and the legions of
competitive puzzle solvers who descend on a Connecticut hotel each year in an attempt to be crowned the
American puzzle-solving champion.
 
At a time when the printed word is in decline, Connor marvels at the crossword’s seamless transition onto
Kindles and iPads, keeping the puzzle one of America’s favorite pastimes. He also explores the way the
human brain processes crosswords versus computers that are largely stumped by clues that require wordplay
or a simple grasp of humor.
 
A fascinating examination of our most beloved linguistic amusement—and filled with tantalizing crosswords
and clues embedded in the text—The Crossword Century is sure to attract the attention of the readers who
made Word Freak and Just My Type bestsellers.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Young:

The book The Crossword Century: 100 Years of Witty Wordplay, Ingenious Puzzles, and Linguistic
Mischief make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make reading through a book The Crossword Century: 100 Years of Witty Wordplay, Ingenious
Puzzles, and Linguistic Mischief to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like available and read a reserve The Crossword Century: 100 Years of Witty Wordplay, Ingenious Puzzles,
and Linguistic Mischief. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Samuel Jackson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Crossword Century:
100 Years of Witty Wordplay, Ingenious Puzzles, and Linguistic Mischief is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mildred Bostwick:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. The Crossword Century: 100 Years of Witty Wordplay, Ingenious Puzzles, and
Linguistic Mischief can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Wm Dunlap:

Beside this specific The Crossword Century: 100 Years of Witty Wordplay, Ingenious Puzzles, and
Linguistic Mischief in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Crossword Century: 100 Years of
Witty Wordplay, Ingenious Puzzles, and Linguistic Mischief because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from
at this point!
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