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Urbanizing China in War and Peace rewrites the history of rural-urban relations in the first half of the
twentieth century by arguing that urbanization is a total societal transformation and as important a factor as
revolution, nationalism, or modernity in the history of modern China. Linking the global and the local in
space and time, China's urbanization was not only driven by industrial capitalism and the expansion of the
state, but also shaped how these forces influenced daily life in the city and the countryside. Although the
conflict that beset China after the Japanese invasion in 1937 affected the development of cities, towns, and
villages, it did not derail previous changes. To truly understand how China has emerged as the world's
largest urban society, we must consider such continuities across the first half of the twentieth
century—during periods of war as well as peace.

The book focuses on Wuxi, a city that lies a hundred miles to the west of Shanghai. In the early twentieth
century local industrialists were responsible for it quickly becoming the largest industrial city in China
outside treaty ports. They built factories, roads, and other infrastructure outside the old city walls and in
surrounding towns and villages. Chapters examine the county's transformation as recorded in guidebooks and
travel magazines of the time and the role of the state in the early 1920s and into the Nanjing Decade, when
new administrative laws led to the continued expansion of the city under both municipal and county officials.
They explore the revival of the silk industry during the Japanese occupation and the industry's role in driving
urbanization, as well as efforts by Chinese leaders to carry out prewar development plans despite lockdowns
and qingxiang (clean the countryside) campaigns. In the midst of the barbed wire and watch towers, plans to
shape the built environment in Wuxi County and the region as a whole persisted and were carried out.

Ambitious and well researched, Urbanizing China in War and Peace will appeal to scholars and students of
Chinese urban history, the Anti-Japanese War of Resistance, and the Republican period. Its engagement with
issues of urbanization in general will interest urban historians of other times and places.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

Here thing why this particular Urbanizing China in War and Peace: The Case of Wuxi County are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Urbanizing China in War and Peace: The Case of Wuxi
County giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
book that similar with Urbanizing China in War and Peace: The Case of Wuxi County. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of Urbanizing China in War and Peace: The Case of Wuxi County in e-book can be your alternate.

Lucy Fletcher:

The e-book untitled Urbanizing China in War and Peace: The Case of Wuxi County is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Urbanizing China in War and Peace: The Case of Wuxi County
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Linda Manning:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Urbanizing China in War and Peace: The Case of Wuxi
County, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Audrey Mack:

The book untitled Urbanizing China in War and Peace: The Case of Wuxi County contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice go through.
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