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The culmination of twenty years of research, this essential book completes distinguished historian Philip C.
C. Huang's pathbreaking trilogy on Chinese law and society from late imperial times to the present. Huang
shows how, at the level of ideology and theory, traditional Chinese law has been rejected time and again in
the past century by China's own lawmakers, first in the late Qing and the republic, then in the revolutionary
and Maoist periods of the People's Republic, and finally again in the current reform era. Considering legal
theory alone, modern Chinese law can only be Western law, and past Chinese law—traditional or
Maoist—can have no role under the leadership's current preoccupations with modernization and
marketization.

But what has actually happened historically at the level of judicial practice and the daily lives of common
people? In exploring this central question, Huang draws on a rich array of court records and field interviews
to illustrate the surprising strength of traditional Chinese civil justice. Albeit much altered, its legacy can be
traced in informal and semiformal community justice (e.g., societal and cadres mediation), as well as in
multiple spheres of court-administered formal civil justice, including property rights, inheritance and old-age
maintenance, and debt obligations. He also identifies the influence of Maoist justice, especially its divorce
and civil court mediation practices. Finally, despite the reform era's massive importation of Western laws,
legal reasoning employed in judicial practice has shown remarkable continuity, with major implications for
China's future legal system.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your needs
who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Chinese Civil Justice, Past and Present
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Matthew McDaniel:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Chinese Civil Justice, Past and Present (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives), it is possible to
tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a guide.

Suzanne Mitchell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Chinese Civil Justice, Past and Present (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Margaret Babin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Chinese Civil
Justice, Past and Present (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.
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