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The effort to legislate family and medical leave policies in the United States illustrates a dilemma at the heart
of the American political process. Faced with strong opposition from business lobbies, proponents of leaves
in the late 1980s and early 1990s had to balance their desire to pass the policy they wanted against the desire
to pass a policy at all.

In this lucid and timely book, Anya Bernstein analyzes how this "moderation dilemma" played out at the
federal level and in four states. In so doing, she develops a new model of policy innovation based on the
debate between the ideologically committed who want all or nothing (and often get nothing) and
compromisers who will settle for less (and often get a lot less). Hers is a unique perspective on one of the
few major policy innovations of the 1990s, and on the contentious issue of the role of the state in American
family life.

Based on interviews with activists, legislators, staff members, and observers, The Moderation Dilemma
uncovers the process by which advocates for family and medical leave determined what they would propose,
chose their strategies, lobbied, and bargained. Bernstein found that groups were successful when they had
access to

substantial resources, were willing to frame their proposals in culturally appropriate ways, and “fit” their
strategies to the political context. In the case of family and medical leave, this meant co-opting the tactics of
the new right and framing family leave as family values, as well as making significant compromises. But not
all groups were willing to make these compromises. The fact that the laws mandating family and medical
leaves cover barely half the population, and are unpaid, raises questions about the costs and benefits of
moderation.

Bernstein also takes a fresh look at women’s movement groups in the 1990s. She compares those who have
learned to work within the political system (insiders) with those that still focus on challenging it (outsiders).
The women’s groups that led the fight to pass family and medical leave had to rethink their goals as
supporters both of equality for women and of accommodation for women’s role as mothers. The Moderation
Dilemma examines that transition and its debates, as well as the implications for the women’s movement as a
whole.

Students and professionals in political science, sociology, and organizational theory will want to read The
Moderation Dilemma, as will anyone concerned with the behavior of interest groups and social movements.
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From reader reviews:

Tiffany Hassell:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Moderation Dilemma. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Moderation
Dilemma. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Sylvia Healey:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want send
more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining
including comic or novel. The Moderation Dilemma is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Elizabeth Branch:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled Moderation Dilemma can be great book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Dennis Winters:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Moderation Dilemma is simple to
bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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