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Barry Unsworth returns to the terrain of his Booker Prize-winning novel Sacred Hunger, this time following
Sullivan, the Irish fiddler, and Erasmus Kemp, son of a Liverpool slave ship owner who hanged himself. It is
the spring of 1767, and to avenge his father's death, Erasmus Kemp has had the rebellious sailors of his
father's ship, including Sullivan, brought back to London to stand trial on charges of mutiny and piracy. But
as the novel opens, a blithe Sullivan has escaped and is making his way on foot to the north of England,
stealing as he goes and sleeping where he can.

His destination is Thorpe in the East Durham coalfields, where his dead shipmate, Billy Blair, lived: he has
pledged to tell the family how Billy met his end.

In this village, Billy's sister, Nan, and her miner husband, James Bordon, live with their three sons, all
destined to follow their father down the pit. The youngest, only seven, is enjoying his last summer
aboveground.

Meanwhile, in London, a passionate anti-slavery campaigner, Frederick Ashton, gets involved in a second
case relating to the lost ship. Erasmus Kemp wants compensation for the cargo of sick slaves who were
thrown overboard to drown, and Ashton is representing the insurers who dispute his claim. Despite their
polarized views on slavery, Ashton's beautiful sister, Jane, encounters Erasmus Kemp and finds herself
powerfully attracted to him.

Lord Spenton, who owns coal mines in East-Durham, has extravagant habits and is pressed for money. When
he applies to the Kemp merchant bank for a loan, Erasmus sees a business opportunity of the kind he has
long been hoping for, a way of gaining entry into Britain's rapidly developing and highly profitable coal and
steel industries.
Thus he too makes his way north, to the very same village that Sullivan is heading for . . .

With historical sweep and deep pathos, Unsworth explores the struggles of the powerless and the captive
against the rich and the powerful, and what weight mercy may throw on the scales of justice.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

The actual book The Quality of Mercy: A Novel has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this book.

Joshua Johnson:

The Quality of Mercy: A Novel can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The
Quality of Mercy: A Novel but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Eddie Bussell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Quality of Mercy: A Novel provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Daniel Pitts:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually The Quality of Mercy: A Novel. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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