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With the incomparable vision and breathtaking detail that brought his now-classic Mars trilogy to vivid life,
bestselling author KIM STANLEY ROBINSON boldly imagines an alternate history of the last seven
hundred years. In his grandest work yet, the acclaimed storyteller constructs a world vastly different from the
one we know....

The Years of Rice and Salt

It is the fourteenth century and one of the most apocalyptic events in human history is set to occur–the
coming of the Black Death. History teaches us that a third of Europe’s population was destroyed. But what
if? What if the plague killed 99 percent of the population instead? How would the world have changed? This
is a look at the history that could have been–a history that stretches across centuries, a history that sees
dynasties and nations rise and crumble, a history that spans horrible famine and magnificent innovation.
These are the years of rice and salt.

This is a universe where the first ship to reach the New World travels across the Pacific Ocean from China
and colonization spreads from west to east. This is a universe where the Industrial Revolution is triggered by
the world’s greatest scientific minds–in India. This is a universe where Buddhism and Islam are the most
influential and practiced religions and Christianity is merely a historical footnote.

Through the eyes of soldiers and kings, explorers and philosophers, slaves and scholars, Robinson renders an
immensely rich tapestry. Rewriting history and probing the most profound questions as only he can,
Robinson shines his extraordinary light on the place of religion, culture, power, and even love on such an
Earth. From the steppes of Asia to the shores of the Western Hemisphere, from the age of Akbar to the
present and beyond, here is the stunning story of the creation of a new world.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Avis Zeiger:

This The Years of Rice and Salt tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this The Years of Rice and Salt can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Years of Rice and Salt
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Beth French:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be The Years of Rice and Salt.

Cynthia Necaise:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Years of Rice and Salt can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Ronald Dotson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Years of Rice and Salt or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes The Years of Rice and Salt to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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