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A new assemblage of masterly essays from a foremost scholar of American history and culture

Alan Trachtenberg has always been interested in cultural artifacts that register meanings and feelings that
Americans share even when they disagree about them. Some of the most beloved ones—like the famous last
photograph of Abraham Lincoln, taken at the time of his second inaugural—are downright puzzling, and it is
their obscure, riddlelike aspects that draw his attention in the scintillating essays of Lincoln's Smile and
Other Enigmas.

With matchless authority, Trachtenberg moves from the daguerreotypes that entranced Americans from the
start (and that Hawthorne made much of in The House of Seven Gables) to literary texts of which he is a
peerless interpreter: Howell's novels, Horatio Alger's stories, Huckleberry Finn, the cityscapes of Walt
Whitman and Stephen Crane. In his exploration of the ways that nineteenth-and early-twentieth-century
writers tried to make sense of the modern American city he also addresses subjects as diverse as Louis
Sullivan's Auditorium Building, the Brooklyn Bridge, and the early works of Lewis Mumford. The
celebrated author of Reading American Photographs concludes his important new book with "readings" not
only of the photographs of Walker Evans, Wright Morris, and Eugene Smith, but of the city images of film
noir.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Morris:

Typically the book Lincoln's Smile and Other Enigmas will bring you to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Lincoln's Smile and Other Enigmas is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Aaron Eldred:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Lincoln's Smile and Other
Enigmas that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you can pick Lincoln's Smile and Other Enigmas become your current starter.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Lincoln's Smile and Other Enigmas will give you new experience in studying a book.

Jacqueline Carter:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying
a book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Lincoln's Smile and Other
Enigmas which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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