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Recently, scholars of Olmec visual culture have identified symbols for umbilical cords, bundles, and cave-
wombs, as well as a significant number of women portrayed on monuments and as figurines. In this
groundbreaking study, Carolyn Tate demonstrates that these subjects were part of a major emphasis on
gestational imagery in Formative Period Mesoamerica. In Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture, she
identifies the presence of women, human embryos, and fetuses in monuments and portable objects dating
from 1400 to 400 BC and originating throughout much of Mesoamerica. This highly original study sheds
new light on the prominent roles that women and gestational beings played in Early Formative societies,
revealing female shamanic practices, the generative concepts that motivated caching and bundling, and the
expression of feminine knowledge in the 260-day cycle and related divinatory and ritual
activities.Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture is the first study that situates the unique hollow babies of
Formative Mesoamerica within the context of prominent females and the prevalent imagery of gestation and
birth. It is also the first major art historical study of La Venta and the first to identify Mesoamerica's earliest
creation narrative. It provides a more nuanced understanding of how later societies, including Teotihuacan
and West Mexico, as well as the Maya, either rejected certain Formative Period visual forms, rituals, social
roles, and concepts or adopted and transformed them into the enduring themes of Mesoamerican symbol
systems.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture (William and
Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important a book Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture (William and
Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur). You can add information and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bob Bartlett:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture
(William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve
Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur). You
never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mary Ybarra:

The ability that you get from Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art,
History, and Cultur) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Reconsidering Olmec Visual
Culture (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture
(William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) instantly.

Cynthia Gomez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just



like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur)
when you essential it?
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