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In the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, the look and feel of cemeteries in the United States
changed dramatically, from utilitarian burial grounds to the serene parklike spaces that we know today. The
so-called park cemetery was innovative not only for its distinctive landscape architecture but also because its
staff designed, ran, and maintained the cemetery, which led to a very consistent appearance. By the mid-
1800s, the influence of park cemeteries began to spread from big cities on the East Coast to the
Midwest—eventually producing fifteen transitional examples in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In The Art of
Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan, Thomas R. Dilley details the history of Grand
Rapids’ park cemeteries, finding that their development mimicked national trends and changing cultural
beliefs about honoring the dead.

Dilley begins by outlining the history and evolution of cemetery design from its earliest days to the present,
including information about key design elements and descriptions of important designers. He continues by
introducing readers to the fifteen historic cemeteries located in the city of Grand Rapids, detailing their
histories, formats, and developmental changes along with more than two hundred photos. The cemeteries are
divided between public and private properties, and are discussed chronologically, according to the dates of
their founding. Dilley also considers the artistic and architectural forms that appear in the Grand Rapids
cemeteries, including a thorough discussion of the religious and decorative symbols used on markers, the use
of sometimes florid epitaphs, and variations in the form, structure, and materials of cemetery markers of the
time. A brief section on the future of the cemetery and an extensive list of bibliographic sources and
suggestions for further reading round out this informative volume.

Readers with roots in Grand Rapids as well as those interested in social and cultural history will enjoy The
Art of Memory.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

Here thing why this The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle)
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand
Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand
Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Art of Memory: Historic
Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) in e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Grant:

This book untitled The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Richard Fentress:

The actual book The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) has a
lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Deana Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Art of
Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle).
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