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A remarkable late-in-life collection, elegiac and bracing, from master poet Jack Gilbert, whose Refusing
Heaven captivated the poetry world and won the National Book Critics Circle Award as well as the Los
Angeles Times Book Prize.

In these characteristically bold and nuanced poems, Gilbert looks back at the passions of a life—the women,
and his memories of all the stages of love; the places (Paris, Greece, Pittsburgh); the mysterious and lonely
offices of poetry itself. We get illuminating glimpses of the poet’s background and childhood, in poems like
“Going Home” (his mother the daughter of sharecroppers, his father the black sheep in a family of rich
Virginia merchants) and “Summer at Blue Creek, North Carolina,” a classic scene of pulling water from the
well, sounding the depths.

The title of the collection is drawn from the startling “Ovid in Tears,” in which the poet figure has fallen and
is carried out, muttering faintly: “White stone in the white sunlight . . . Both the melody / and the symphony.
The imperfect dancing / in the beautiful dance. The dance most of all.” Gilbert reminds us that there is
beauty to be celebrated in the imperfect—“a worth / to the unshapely our sweet mind founders on”—and at
the same time there is “the harrowing by mortality.” Yet, without fail, he embraces the state of grief and loss
as part of the dance.

The culmination of a career spanning more than half a century of American poetry, The Dance Most of All is
a book to celebrate and to read again and again.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Dance Most
of All: Poems? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Randall Hernandez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Dance Most of All: Poems, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Laura McCallum:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Dance Most of All: Poems can give you a lot of close
friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Dance Most of All: Poems.

Alberto Alvarez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Dance Most of All: Poems. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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