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Notable Book in the 2005 Kiriyama Prize and longlisted for the 2005 ReLit Awards

Catherine Greenwood draws on the stories and legends which surround the development of cultured pearls
by Mikimoto, the fabulous Pearl King, to engage a rich array of themes, including the clash between an
aesthetics of refinement and nuance, and mass manufacture. With discerning wit and a large range of styles
and voices, she holds up each subject for contemplation as though it were a pearl, and explores the
sometimes bizarre consequences of an overwhelming rage for beauty.

As the seal is strong and breathes air,

As the fish is quick and breathes water,

So make me, a mermaid strong and quick.

Bless me with abalone abundant as mushrooms,

Oysters dropping ripe as plums into my palm.

Let my births keep me ashore a few days only,

Only for a little while let labour make me rest.

from "The Diving Girls’ Prayer"

When, in other sections of the book, Catherine Greenwood turns her attention to such matters as the still
birth of a calf, teeth, moles, or the Shetland Island stone, she does so with the same care for the exact fit of
style, the same sharply-angled craft.

"The ancient Taoists believed that a pearl was grounded at the soul’s centre, that it took wisdom and clarity
to create its essence. Catherine Greenwood’s first collection of poems is proof of that. Here is a new pearl,
the beginning of a strand I hope, that will continue to be added to with such depth of field and luminosity." -
Don Domanski
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

The knowledge that you get from The Pearl King and Other Poems will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but The Pearl King and Other Poems giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having that The Pearl King and Other Poems instantly.

Therese Watson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Pearl King and Other Poems, you may enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Jeffrey Peak:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. The Pearl King and Other Poems can be your answer because it can be read by anyone
who have those short free time problems.

Stacy Brooks:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Pearl King and Other Poems
to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book
and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside
that the book The Pearl King and Other Poems can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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