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At last, a truly comprehensive look at Christmas and all of its customs with its long history around the world.
The World Encyclopedia of Christmas contains articles on the history of Christmas baking, drinking, and
merrymaking, and Christmas dramas, music, literature, art, and films. It includes entries on the evolution of
the Christmas tree and the Christmas card, gift-giving, and decoration of church and home. There are profiles
of the many gift-bringers, from Santa Claus to Babouschka, and miraculous tales of the numerous saints
associated with the season. And there are histories of seasonal celebrations and folk customs around the
world, from the United States to Japan, from Egypt to Iceland.

Who, for example, knew the links between the Punch and Judy show and Christmas? That the medieval
Paradise tree hung with tempting apples was the forerunner of the Christmas tree? About the Peerie Guizers,
who terrorized the Shetland Islands, going door-to-door for Christmas charity? Or what Freudians make of
our interest in Christmas stockings and Santa’s entrance through the chimney? There are detailed accounts of
Wren Boys and Star Boys, mumming and wassailing, the Feast of Fools and the origins of eggnog. And of
course stories of the Nativity and legends of the Magi.

With beautifully illustrated accounts ranging from the pagan roots of Yuletide, through the birth of Christ,
and the long and fascinating history of the festival ever since, The World Encyclopedia of Christmas, is a
rich and continually surprising array of religious and secular history, trivia, literature, and art. This wonderful
book deserves to find a home with every family that celebrates Christmas.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The World Encyclopedia of Christmas. Try to make the book The
World Encyclopedia of Christmas as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Mary Oliveras:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The World Encyclopedia of Christmas book
since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Paul Dixon:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is definitely The World Encyclopedia of Christmas.

Jean Mora:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The World Encyclopedia of Christmas we can consider more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The World
Encyclopedia of Christmas. You can more pleasing than now.
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