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“Wood’s fascinating study of Vietnam veterans’ memoirs explores common themes and
representations—accurate and inaccurate—of soldiers’ wartime experiences and how these narratives
helped shape Americans’ collective memory of the war. This groundbreaking volume provides a
unique perspective on America’s most divisive military conflict since the Civil War.” —Kenneth L.
Kusmer, author of Down and Out, on the Road: The Homeless in American History

In the decades since the Vietnam War, veteran memoirs have influenced Americans’ understanding of the
conflict. Yet few historians or literary scholars have scrutinized how the genre has shaped the nation’s
collective memory of the war and its aftermath. Instead, veterans’ accounts are mined for colorful quotes and
then dropped from public discourse; are accepted as factual sources with little attention to how memory, no
matter how authentic, can diverge from events; or are not contextualized in terms of the race, gender, or class
of the narrators.

Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War is a landmark study of the cultural
heritage of the war in Vietnam as presented through the experience of its American participants. Crossing
disciplinary borders in ways rarely attempted by historians, John A. Wood unearths truths embedded in the
memoirists’ treatments of combat, the Vietnamese people, race relations in the United States military, male-
female relationships in the war zone, and veterans’ postwar troubles. He also examines the publishing
industry’s influence on collective memory, discussing, for example, the tendency of publishers and reviewers
to privilege memoirs critical of the war. Veteran Narratives is a significant and original addition to the
literature on Vietnam veterans and the conflict as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Morrell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Veteran Narratives and the
Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America). All type of book can you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Sharon Grace:

This Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North
America) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Veteran Narratives and the Collective
Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within
ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Alberta Jones:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War
and Society in North America) can make you experience more interested to read.

Nancy Herman:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book
Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) we
can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to



read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by
this book Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North
America). You can more desirable than now.
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