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The previously untold story of the Jews in twentieth-century Russia that reveals the complex, strange,
and heart-wrenching truth behind the familiar narrative that begins with pogroms and ends with
emigration.

In 1929, the Soviet Union declared the area of Birobidzhan a homeland for Jews. It was championed by a
group of intellectuals who envisioned a place of post-oppression Jewish culture, and by the early 1930s, tens
of thousands of Jews had moved there from the shtetls. The state-building ended quickly, in the late 1930s,
with arrests and purges of the Communist Party and cultural elite, but after the Second World War, the newly
named "Jewish Autonomous Region" received an influx of Jews dispossessed from what had once been the
Pale, most of whom had lost families in the Holocaust. In the late 1940s, another wave of arrests swept
through Birobidzhan, traumatizing the Jews into silence, and effectively making them invisible. Now Masha
Gessen gives us a haunting account of the dream of Birobidzhan—and how it became the cracked and
crooked mirror in which we can see the true story of the Jews in twentieth-century Russia.

(Part of the Jewish Encounters series) 
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Where the Jews Aren't:
The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series)
book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Steven Zakrzewski:

The publication with title Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish
Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Joseph Davis:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and
Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) can give you
a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and
Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series).

Daniel Bailey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous
Region (Jewish Encounters Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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