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The religious and political history of late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century England is typically
written in terms of conflict and division. This was the period when party conflict - exacerbated by religious
enmities - became a normal part of English life. Rather than denying the importance of partisan divisions,
this book reveals how civic celebration, designed as an expression of unity and amity, was often used for
partisan purposes, reaching a peak in the 1710s. The animosities were most marked in elections, which were
often corrupt and drunken, and sometimes very violent. But division and conflict were not universal. Many
towns avoided electoral contests, not because they were in the pocket of a great aristocrat, but as a matter of
deliberate policy. Despite occasional disorder, urban government rarely broke down, and even violent
elections ended with bruises rather than fatalities. Professor Miller suggests an explanation for this in the
nature of urban governance.
While the formal structures of town government were profoundly undemocratic - vacancies on corporations
were most often filled by co-option - there was much participation, consultation, and negotiation in the lower
levels of government. In addition, corporation members lived in close proximity to, and did business with,
their fellow townspeople, and needed to meet their expectations. These expectations might have been modest
- they wanted streets to be reasonably clean and kept in adequate repair, sewage and rubbish to be removed,
law and order maintained, and the deserving poor relieved. But they were the things that made daily life
tolerable, and for many they mattered more than politics.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Williams:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Cities Divided: Politics and Religion in
English Provincial Towns 1660-1722 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mary Abrams:

The guide untitled Cities Divided: Politics and Religion in English Provincial Towns 1660-1722 is the
publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Cities Divided: Politics and Religion in English
Provincial Towns 1660-1722 from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Robert Knight:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Cities Divided: Politics and
Religion in English Provincial Towns 1660-1722.

Joseph Gabriel:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Cities Divided: Politics and Religion in English Provincial Towns 1660-1722 when you
desired it?
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