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While traditional industries like textile or lumber mills have received a majority of the scholarly attention
devoted to southern economic development, Faith in Bikinis presents an untold story of the New South, one
that explores how tourism played a central role in revitalizing the southern economy and transforming
southern culture after the Civil War. Along the coast of the American South, a culture emerged that
negotiated the more rigid religious, social, and racial practices of the inland cotton country and the more
indulgent consumerism of vacationers, many from the North, who sought greater freedom to enjoy sex,
gambling, alcohol, and other pleasures. On the shoreline, the Sunbelt South—the modern South—first
emerged.

This book examines those tensions and how coastal southerners managed to placate both. White supremacy
was supported, but the resorts’ dependence on positive publicity gave African Americans leverage to pursue
racial equality, including access to beaches often restored through the expenditure of federal tax dollars.
Displays of women clad in scanty swimwear served to market resorts via pamphlets, newspaper promotions,
and film. Yet such marketing of sexuality was couched in the form of carefully managed beauty contests and
the language of Christian wholesomeness widely celebrated by resort boosters. Prohibition laws were openly
flaunted in Galveston, Biloxi, Myrtle Beach, Virginia Beach, and elsewhere. Yet revenue from sales taxes
made states reluctant to rein in resort activities. This revenue bridged the divide between the coastal resorts
and agricultural interests, creating a space for the New South to come into being.
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the Civil
War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South). Try to stumble through book Faith in Bikinis:
Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century
South) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Michael Rahn:

This Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in
the Twentieth-Century South) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Faith
in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the
Twentieth-Century South) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the
Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South) can bring if you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the
Twentieth-Century South) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Oliver Whitley:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in
the Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South) book because
this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

James Martin:

Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the



Twentieth-Century South) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal
South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South) however doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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