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A recent surge of interest in Jewish patronage during the golden years of Vienna has led to the question,
Would modernism in Vienna have developed in the same fashion had Jewish patrons not been involved?
This book uniquely treats Jewish identification within Viennese modernism as a matter of Jews active
fashioning of a new language to convey their aims of emancipation along with their claims of cultural
authority.

In this provocative reexamination of the roots of Viennese modernism, Elana Shapira analyzes the central
role of Jewish businessmen, professionals, and writers in the evolution of the city’s architecture and design
from the 1860s to the 1910s. According to Shapira, these patrons negotiated their relationship with their non-
Jewish surroundings and clarified their position within Viennese society by inscribing Jewish elements into
the buildings, interiors, furniture, and design objects that they financed, produced, and co-designed.

In the first book to investigate the cultural contributions of the banker Eduard Todesco, the steel tycoon Karl
Wittgenstein, the textile industrialist Fritz Waerndorfer, the author Peter Altenberg, the tailor Leopold
Goldman, and many others, Shapira reconsiders theories identifying the crisis of Jewish assimilation as a
primary creative stimulus for the Jewish contribution to Viennese modernism. Instead, she argues that
creative tensions between Jews and non-Jews—patrons and designers who cooperated and arranged well-
choreographed social encounters with one another—offer more convincing explanations for the formation of
a new semantics of modern Viennese architecture and design than do theories based on assimilation.

This thoroughly researched and richly illustrated book will interest scholars and students of Jewish studies,
Vienna and Viennese culture, and modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
publication. The book Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna
(The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Samara Reed:

Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute
Series for the Study of European Jewry) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons,
Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European
Jewry) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial imagining.

George Pinard:

Beside this specific Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna
(The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna
(The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well
as read it from at this point!

Billie Brown:

You can find this Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna



(The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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