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Video gaming: it’s a boy’s world, right? That’s what the industry wants us to think. Why and how we came
to comply are what Carly A. Kocurek investigates in this provocative consideration of how an industry’s
craving for respectability hooked up with cultural narratives about technology, masculinity, and youth at the
video arcade.

From the dawn of the golden age of video games with the launch of Atari’s Pong in 1972, through the
industry-wide crash of 1983, to the recent nostalgia-bathed revival of the arcade, Coin-Operated Americans
explores the development and implications of the “video gamer” as a cultural identity. This cultural-
historical journey takes us to the Twin Galaxies arcade in Ottumwa, Iowa, for a close look at the origins of
competitive gaming. It immerses us in video gaming’s first moral panic, generated by Exidy’s Death Race
(1976), an unlicensed adaptation of the film Death Race 2000. And it ventures into the realm of video game
films such as Tron and WarGames, in which gamers become brilliant, boyish heroes.

Whether conducting a phenomenological tour of a classic arcade or evaluating attempts, then and now, to
regulate or eradicate arcades and coin-op video games, Kocurek does more than document the rise and fall of
a now-booming industry. Drawing on newspapers, interviews, oral history, films, and television, she
examines the factors and incidents that contributed to the widespread view of video gaming as an enclave for
young men and boys.

A case study of this once emergent and now revived medium became the presumed enclave of boys and
young men, Coin-Operated Americans is history that holds valuable lessons for contemporary culture as we
struggle to address pervasive sexism in the domain of video games—and in the digital working world
beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

The book Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade to become your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a publication Coin-Operated Americans:
Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Laurie Riley:

The knowledge that you get from Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade
will be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting
Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this particular Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade
instantly.

Victoria Austin:

This Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade tend to be reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting
Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Randy Champion:

This Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade is great reserve for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can state
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it



only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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