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A Novel of High-Stakes Romance and Betrayal, Set During the Race to Finish the World's Tallest
Building

In Empire Rising, his extraordinary third book, Thomas Kelly tells a story of love and work, of intrigue and
jealousy, with the narrative verve that led the Village Voice's reviewer to dub him "Dostoevsky with a hard
hat and lead pipe."
As the novel opens, it is 1930-the Depression-and ground has just been broken for the Empire State Building.
One of the thousands of men erecting the building high above the city is Michael Briody, an Irish immigrant
torn between his desire to make a new life in America and his pledge to gather money and arms for the Irish
republican cause. When he meets Grace Masterson, an alluring artist who is depicting the great skyscraper's
ascent from her houseboat on the East River, Briody's life turns exhilarating-and dangerous, for Grace is also
a paramour of Johnny Farrell, Mayor Jimmy Walker's liaison with Tammany Hall and the underworld.
Their heartbreaking love story-which takes place both in the immigrant neighborhoods of the Bronx and
amid the swanky nightlife of the '21' Club--is also a chronicle of the city's rough passage from a working-
class enclave to a world-class metropolis, and a vivid reimagining of the conflict that pitted the Tammany
Hall political machine and its popular mayor against the boundlessly ambitious Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
Colin Harrison, in The New York Times Book Review, called Kelly's The Rackets "A well-paced, violent
thriller, [and] an elegy for the city's old Irish working class." In Empire Rising, Kelly takes his work to a new
level: telling of the story of the people who built the "eighth wonder of the world," he makes old New York
the setting for a rich and unforgettable story.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Fan:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Empire Rising: A Novel. All
type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Mitchell Boone:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Empire Rising: A Novel, you
may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Latashia Bartlett:

Beside that Empire Rising: A Novel in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Empire Rising: A
Novel because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Audrey Mack:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Empire Rising: A Novel when you desired it?
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